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Among donald trump’s opponents in the democratic 
Party and the media, many questioned the legitimacy of his 
2016 election and hence of his presidency. They were not alone. 

As confirmed by Special Counsel John Durham’s long-gestating report 
into the FBI’s role in “Russiagate,” many officials within his own admin-
istration not only doubted Trump’s legitimacy and loyalty but also were 
eager to prevent him from governing.

He was impeached—twice. This would have destroyed any normal 
politician but elicited from Trump only the unsinkable riposte that he 
was proud to be “the most acquitted president in American history.” 

Forced to spend enormous time and energy defending its right to 
make policy, however, the Trump Administration ended up making 
less policy overall, or at least left less of a policy imprint, than its loyal 
supporters might have expected. Its own internal derangements con-
tributed to the shortfall. Denied a second term, Trumpian ambitions 
and policies might have been expected to languish in Mar-a-Lago 
along with Trump himself. 

Instead, something rather unexpected happened. Trumpism enjoyed 
a second life, indeed a vigorous resurgence and development, at the state 
level. Red states, led by Florida, refined and enlarged the Trumpist 
agenda by applying it to their own circumstances. With the assistance 
of solid, sometimes overwhelming, Republican majorities in the state 
legislatures, Republican governors pushed to keep taxes low, to resist 
excessive COVID-19 lockdowns of schools and businesses, to counter 
higher education’s and Big Business’s woke devotion to diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, and to implement the Dobbs decision, which restored 
state governments’ right to deliberate on their own abortion laws. 

Some red states went further than others, but the result was a wave 
of moral arguments and political experiments that will demand at-
tention on all these questions. Even on abortion: Florida made most 
abortions illegal, for example, after the unborn child is six weeks old; 
North Carolina (its GOP legislators overriding a Democratic gover-
nor’s veto) after 12 weeks. Some states embraced exceptions for cases 
involving rape, incest, and the life of the mother; others declined to. 
The debate will continue about the moral implications of overturning 
Roe v. Wade and what the political implications ought to be. 

Despite some differences within the red states, however, the overall 
effect was to widen disagreements between the red and blue states. 
Governor Ron DeSantis became the standard-bearer for this contrast. 
He hailed Florida’s low taxes, light touch on COVID-19 mandates, 
and other policies as reasons propelling its strong population growth, 
both in absolute and relative terms, among the states. Americans are 

voting with their feet as well as with their ballots. Florida is “where 
woke goes to die,” he likes to say; but it’s also where normal folks in-
creasingly go to live. 

Deep-blue california’s governor gavin newsom appar-
ently took that as a personal, and collective, insult. He is des-
perate to run for president, of course, but cannot say so. He 

rose to this peculiar challenge by buying ads in Florida to encourage 
its inhabitants to emigrate to California (a state that is losing popula-
tion absolutely and relatively, for the first time ever). He pitches Cali-
fornia as an asylum state for, among others, women who want legal, 
readily available abortions, illegal immigrants who want free medical 
care, and progressives who can’t get enough of wokeness. 

Newsom parachuted behind enemy lines recently to encourage 
discontented Florida undergraduates to resist DeSantis’s reforms, es-
pecially to higher education, encouraging them not to mistake their 
governor’s “weakness masquerading as strength” for the real “moral 
authority” that comes from being “on the right side of history.” 

Newsom didn’t mention that his own claim to represent the fu-
ture is looking a little threadbare. The American Redistricting Project 
proposes that California  is on track to lose five congressional seats by 
2030, while Texas and Florida are each on track to gain four.  Perhaps 
not coincidentally, Newsom has encouraged a California effort to de-
mand “reparations” for slavery, for example, only to have to oppose the 
resulting bill as utterly unaffordable. Something similar happened to 
his “moral” support for a California single-payer health care system, 
which died when he and state Democratic leaders realized it, too, was 
an unaffordable dream. Nor did he emphasize to his young listeners 
that college tuition is a lot more expensive on the west coast than in 
their own state.

The back-and-forth between Newsom and DeSantis, California 
and Florida, is great political theater and forms the cutting edge of an 
emerging war between the states, as it were. Governors of many other 
states (Illinois, Michigan, Virginia, Texas, and Arkansas, to name a 
few) are itching to join the conflict. Generally speaking, red states are 
growing redder and blue states bluer, which encourages not only the 
perpetuation but also the sharpening of their disagreements. 

Though it may sound like the 1850s, the result of this process need 
not be secession. But will almost certainly be further political discord. 
Storms have a way of clearing the air, however, and perhaps these 
clashes between states will clarify our choices in 2024 and for many 
elections to come. 



1317 W. Foothill 

Blvd, Suite 120, 

Upland, CA 

91786

Upland, CA 

“�e Claremont Review of Books is 
an outstanding literary publication 

written by leading scholars and 
critics.  It covers a wide range of 
topics in trenchant and decisive 

language, combining learning with 
wit, elegance, and judgment.”

—Paul Johnson

“The Claremont Review of Books 
is one of the very few existing 

publications actually worth hand 
distributing via mimeograph in the 

politically correct police state its 
enemies would like to see.”

—Peter Thiel

“Under the editorship of Charles Kesler, 
the Claremont Review of Books has become 
the best written quarterly in America and 

absolutely required reading for anyone who 
cares about erudition, intellect and letters. It 
is at the forefront of the re-opening of the 

American mind.”

—Andrew Roberts

“The Claremont Review of Books 
is serious, lively, always sound 

yet delightfully unpredictable, a 
model of intellectual journalism 
as a source of education and of 

pleasure.”

—Joseph Epstein

Subscribe to the CRB today and save 25%
off the newstand price. A one-year 

subscription is only $19.95.

To begin receiving America’s premier 
conservative book review, visit 
claremontreviewofbooks.com 

or call (909) 981 2200.

“The Claremont Review of Books 
is one of the very few existing 

publications actually worth hand 
distributing via mimeograph in 

the politically correct police state 
its enemies would like to see.”

—Peter Thiel


