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Book Review by John Derbyshire

Every Day in Every Way
Unleashing the Second American Century: Four Forces for Economic Dominance,

by Joel Kurtzman. Public Affairs Books, 320 pages, $27.99

America 3.0: Rebooting American Prosperity in the 21st Century—Why America’s Greatest Days Are Yet To Come,
by James C. Bennett and Michael J. Lotus. Encounter Books, 338 pages, $25.99

A japanese fellow named tsutomu 
Yamaguchi was in Hiroshima when 
the atom bomb was dropped on Au-

gust 6, 1945. He survived that and went back 
to his home town of Nagasaki, just in time to 
be there when that city was struck on August 
9. He survived that, too, to die at last in 2010 
at age 93.

I feel a certain psychic kinship with Mr. 
Yamaguchi. Born in Britain a few weeks be-
fore the first of those detonations, I grew up 
watching my native land decline from a lead-
ing power in the world to second-class status. 
The destruction was not as complete as would 
have been delivered by a fission bomb, but it 
was depressing enough. 

The Britain of my childhood was propri-
etor of a world-wide empire, homeland of an 
ancient and distinctive people with a glitter-
ing cultural tradition, and recent co-victor in 
a tremendous war. Twenty-eight years later 
the place was a wasteland of stagnant indus-

tries and cultural neurosis, its distinctiveness 
draining away under the assaults of global-
ist bureaucrats, ethnomasochist intellectuals, 
and mass Third World immigration. (Today, 
40 years further on, Britain is about as dis-
tinctive as an airport departure lounge.)

It was very bracing to move from such a 
place to the U.S.A. of 1973. There was still 
a vitality, a confidence, an ease of living here 
that refreshed and invigorated. “Put a hun-
dred down and buy a car,” said a song of the 
time. I actually paid $200 outright for my 
1964 Chevy Nova, and drove it all over this 
marvelous, hospitable nation whose men had 
just recently walked on the moon.

Then came the Nagasaki bomb, in three in-
stallments: the oil shock, Watergate, the Viet-
nam defeat. By the end of that decade, with 
Jimmy Carter in the White House, inflation at 
15%, and U.S. embassy personnel bound and 
gagged in Tehran, there seemed no choice but 
to surrender to Western civilizational decline.

The reagan and thatcher years 
saw some push-back, although as 
James Bennett and Michael Lotus re-

mind us in America 3.0: “Reagan’s domestic 
program was quite moderate and constrained, 
not really disassembling any major parts of 
the federal machine, and merely slowing the 
rate of increase of federal non-defense spend-
ing.” (David Frum’s chapter on this in his 1994 
book Dead Right has the title: “The Failure of 
the Reagan Gambit.”)

Hope stirred again with the fall of the 
USSR and the conservative congressional 
victories of 1994, only to wither in the follies 
of a new century: relentlessly expanding en-
titlement programs, surging Third World im-
migration, and futile missionary wars. Ben-
nett and Lotus give the political background: 

“Meanwhile the Republican Congresses, after 
a decade, lost any connection to the reform-
ing Congress of 1994 and had slumped into 
oligarchic favor-trading.”
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lengthy survey of English social history, cen-
tered on the concept of an Absolute Nuclear 
Family.

In the English style of family even the 
weak kinship groupings of the original 
Germanic family type weakened fur-
ther. Saxon, and later English, nuclear 
families became increasingly indepen-
dent and autonomous, and relied on 
voluntary associations, contract and 
market transactions instead of kinship 
ties for an increasing portion of their 
affairs.

This Absolute Nuclear Family, they say, was 
the foundation of the old pre-industrial 
America—what the authors, by analogy with 
iterations of a software package, call America 
1.0: small family farms, ranches, plantations, 
and commercial towns. 

That structure was superseded 
from the late 19th century onward by 
the more centralized, bureaucratized 

(and in its urban aspect, cleaner and more or-
derly) regime of the Progressives—America 
2.0. Here too the trend was slowed for a few 
years by push-back under Presidents Warren 
Harding and Calvin Coolidge before con-
solidating itself through the middle and later 
decades of the last century, leaving us with 
the lumbering, arthritic federal behemoth of 
today. We now have the opportunity to tran-
sition to a freer, less-centralized America 3.0. 
The authors lay out a detailed pathway to that 
goal: abolition of the income tax, the break-
ing-up of big states, distributed small-scale 
industrial production, “Big Sort” residen-
tial disaggregation by political and lifestyle 
preference, constitutional reforms to remove 
prickly social issues from the purview of the 
federal government and courts.

Where Kurtzman is unblushingly predic-
tive, Bennett and Lotus are merely prescrip-
tive. These, they say, are necessary reforms 
that we should want; but they are not inevi-
table, nor even easy to bring about. For ex-
ample, while Kurtzman celebrates our com-
ing energy independence, Bennett and Lotus 
worry—more realistically, in my opinion—
that it will merely be “an undeserved cash in-
fusion” that politicians will use to postpone 
reform and enrich their friends. Kurtzman 
does mention the “resource curse” as afflict-
ing Russia and oil-rich Third World nations, 
but seems not to think the U.S. could suc-
cumb to it. Ha! 

Kurtzman also shills for the cheap-labor 
lobbies seeking to replace American citizen 
workers by indentured H-1B immigrants. 

NIU PRESS
POLAND
The First Thousand Years
Patrice M. Dabrowski

“The book is very readable and fluidly 
written. The action flows gracefully 
from one setting to another with 
appropriate transitions and cues along 
the way. Dabrowski’s presentation 
contributes fresh interpretations of 
events in several important respects.”
—Keely Stauter-Halsted, University 
of Illinois at Chicago

WOMEN AND THE 
BIRTH OF RUSSIAN 
CAPITALISM
A History of the
Shuttle Trade
Irina Mukhina 

“Irina Mukhina’s study significantly 
enhances our understanding of how 
the shuttle trade, and especially 
women’s participation in it, shaped 
emerging markets in Russia as 
communism was collapsing. It also 
 illuminates how the traders them-
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POLITICS AS USUAL
Thomas Dewey, Franklin  
Roosevelt, and the 
Wartime Presidential 
Campaign of 1944
Michael A. Davis

“Michael Davis is admirably judicious 
in dealing with Dewey, arguing his 
importance to national politics in the 
decade between the New Deal and 
the Eisenhower era, while at the 
same time being candid about the 
personal flaws that kept him from 

“Dabrowski provides an engaging and reliable overview … in a bal-
anced, fair manner with regard to a broad range of controversial issues.” 
—Paul W. Knoll, University of Southern California

ISBN 978-0-87580-487-3
506 pp., cloth, $45.95

winning the presidency. Davis is particularly astute in showing how Franklin 
Roosevelt put the prosecutor on the defensive and rattled him during the 
campaign. In a crowded field, Politics as Usual makes a credible case for 
providing a fresh look at an important election.”—Donald A. Ritchie, 
author of Electing FDR: The New Deal Campaign of 1932

ISBN 978-0-87580-711-9
260 pp., paper, $35.00

selves experienced this transitory  period. The most important contribution 
this book makes is telling the story of the women involved in the shuttle 
trade.”—Kate Transchel, California State University, Chico

ISBN 978-0-87580-480-4
224 pp., cloth, $47.00

It’s all been very depressing, the steady 
downward trend unmistakable. Where then 
shall Hope and Fear their Objects find? Must 
dull Suspense corrupt the stagnant Mind?

Well, not necessarily. We can peer into the 
future and try to discern some happy omens 
for civilizational revival. These two new books 
undertake that task in interestingly different 
ways. 

The more cockily optimistic of the 
two is Unleashing the Second Ameri-
can Century by management guru Joel 

Kurtzman. The author’s thesis is that our 
country is in the early stages of a great trans-
formation that will bring us renewed strength 
and prosperity. This is all laid out in plain 
business-magazine prose with many uplifting 
anecdotes about the vigorous innovation to 
be found in university-business clusters like 
those around San Francisco and Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Kurtzman pooh-poohs notions of Ameri-
can industrial decline. He offers impressive 
statistics on labor productivity here, and 
writes at length about “re-sourcing”—compa-
nies returning their outsourced manufactur-
ing operations from China or Mexico to the 
U.S. China’s advantage in particular is dwin-
dling fast as labor costs there rise and issues 
of security and transparency become more 
prominent by comparison.

He sees two great boost factors help-
ing American resurgence. One is energy               
independence.

American energy technology, specifical-
ly the high-pressure hydraulic fracturing 
of rock—or “fracking”—has advanced 
to the point that these once unobtain-
able reserves of energy can now be ex-
tracted quickly, easily, and profitably…. 
So vast are our reserves of energy that it 
is likely we will become a net energy ex-
porting country, something we haven’t 
been since Harry Truman was in the 
White House.

The other boost factor is in the huge re-
serves of capital lying idle in companies still 
shell-shocked from the 2008 recession. With 
these factors, says Kurtzman, and our tradi-
tion of economic vitality, and the depth and 
breadth of our manufacturing expertise, we 
shall soon be soaring high above the rest of 
the world. We may indeed already be halfway 
down the runway.

Entrepreneur James Bennett and lawyer-
economist Michael Lotus take a more struc-
tured, scholarly, and conditional path to 
similarly rosy conclusions. They begin with a 
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H. L. MENCKEN
The Days Trilogy, Expanded Edition

Marion Elizabeth Rodgers, editor

Mencken’s Days memoirs are among the most celebrat-
ed works of American autobiography. Unknown to
books’ many admirers, Mencken continued to add
to them after publication, annotating and expand-
ing each volume in typescripts sealed to the public
for twenty-five years after his death. Until now,
most of this material has never been published.
Containing nearly 200 pages of previously unseen
writing, and illustrated with photographs from
Mencken’s archives, many taken by Mencken him-
self, this expanded and definitive edition of the
Days trilogy is a cause for celebration.

872 pages • $35 cloth • #257

THE CIVIL WAR
Told by Those Who Lived It

Brooks D. Simpson, Stephen W. Sears,
Aaron Sheehan-Dean, editors

The Library of America presents its unprecedented
four-volume edition commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the Civil War in a deluxe collector’s
boxed set featuring four fold-out maps by expert
Civil War cartographer Earl McElfresh. 

“A masterpiece. . . . It will forever deepen the way
you see this central chapter in our history.”
—Malcolm Jones, Newsweek/Daily Beast

3,624 pages   • $157.50 • #212, 221, 234, & #250 
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LOUISA MAY ALCOTT
Work, Eight Cousins, Rose in Bloom,
Stories & Other Writings

Susan Cheever, editor

Gathered in one volume for the first time, here are pio-
neerng feminist writings from the author of Little
Women, including the largely autobiographical
Work: A Story of Experience, and Eight Cousins and
its sequel Rose in Bloom, all presented with art from
the original editions and supplemented by seven
hard-to-find stories and public letters—two
restored to print for the first time in more than a
century—as well as notes identifying the many allu-
sions, quotations, and autobiographical episodes.

900 pages • $40 cloth • #256 •  e-book

VIRGIL THOMSON
Music Chronicles 1940–1954

Tim Page, editor

Virgil Thomson set a high-water mark in American
cultural journalism as the chief music critic for the 
New York Herald Tribune. Now Pulitzer Prize–
winning music critic Tim Page presents all four of
the collections that Thomson gathered in his life-
time—The Musical Scene (1945), The Art of
Judging Music (1947), Music Right and Left
(1951), and Music Reviewed: 1940–1954 (1966)—all
long unavailable to the general reader, together
with a generous and judicious selection of
Thomson’s uncollected writings.

1200 pages   • $45 cloth • #258 •  e-book

New Paperback Classic

Narrative of
the Life of
Frederick
Douglass
INTRODUCTION BY

JOHN STAUFFER

As it shapes an inspiring vision of self-realization in
the face of unimaginable odds, Narrative of the Life
of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (1845)
reveals the eloquence and fierce intelligence that
made Frederick Douglass a brilliantly effective
spokesman for abolition and equal rights. 

128 pages   • $7.95 pb •  e-book

ART IN AMERICA
Writings from the Age of Abstract
Expressionism, Pop Art, and Minimalism

Jed Perl, editor

Experience the creative explosion that transformed
the art world through the words of the artists, writ-
ers, and critics who were at its epicenter. Lavishly
illustrated with scores of black-and-white images
and 32 pages of color plates, this is a book that
every art lover will treasure.

“A fascinating anthology. Surely one of the defining

records of our artistic era.” —John Ashbery 
894+ pages • $40 cloth • #259  •  e-book

The Library of America
America’s nonprofit publisherwww.loa.org
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“[W]hat the country really needs is people 
with STEM [science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics] degrees…. That’s where we 
are weak,” he tells us. Really? Then why aren’t 
STEM wages going through the roof? “Real 
hourly wages (adjusted for inflation) grew on 
average just 0.7% a year from 2000 to 2012 
for STEM workers, and annual wages grew 
even less—0.4% a year. [“Is There a STEM 
Worker Shortage?” by Karen Zeigler & Ste-
ven Camarota; Center for Immigration Stud-
ies, May 2014.]” Has the law of supply and 
demand been repealed?

Both books emphasize the ameri-
can national spirit of entrepreneurial 
creativity but both are, to different 

degrees, dismissive of the question: will that 
spirit survive a major demographic transfor-
mation? A dispositive answer to this question 
lies beyond our present understanding, but it 
will be revealed to our children. Our immi-
gration policies from 1965 on have ensured 
that the northern European founding popu-
lations of America, whose descendants in the 
middle 20th century censuses were a large 
majority, will be a minority 30 years from now. 
Our authors here are blithe about this. “Com-
ing to the United States changes people,” Joel 
Kurtzman asserts breezily. What, is there 
something in the water here? No, no, it’s cul-
ture—the phlogiston, the luminiferous ether 
of modern social-science theorizing: “Our 
culture changes people from introverted ‘lab 
rats,’ as one researcher explained to me, ‘into 
full-blown entrepreneurs.’” Does it? Undoubt-
edly some persons change in a new social envi-
ronment; but entire populations?

Bennett and Lotus, because of their deep 
historical and anthropological approach to 
America’s national character, feel obliged to 
tackle this issue more forthrightly than does 
Kurtzman. Thus: 

Writers in the past who asserted the 
Germanic roots of English liberty of-
ten…spoke in terms of an Anglo-Saxon 
‘race’ that was especially democratic or 
liberty-loving…. We now know more 
about human biology and genetics than 
did the writers of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. We know for a 
fact that there is no genetic basis for the 
English way of life.
 

Then later: 

By the 1970s…no one any longer ac-
cepted the idea that some group or oth-
er had a genetic predisposition toward 

any particular set of political or cultural 
arrangements.

This is either ignorance or cowardice. We 
do not “know for a fact” the thing that Ben-
nett and Lotus claim we know. To be sure, we 
do not know the converse thing either; but 
that does not excuse the authors’ untruth, 
and the converse thing is actually a better fit 
to current data than their “known fact.” At 
any rate, they are left to hang their optimism 
on the traditional American family structure, 
even as, with 40% of American children now 
being born out of wedlock, the Absolute Nu-
clear Family seems to be undergoing a fission 
reaction of its own.

Here is a thing we do know for 
a fact: Individual human behavior-
al and personality traits are all to 

some degree heritable, often highly so. It is 
reasonable to infer that races—big, old, lo-
calized inbreeding groups—will display dif-
ferent statistical profiles on these traits; and 
that this will especially be so where localiza-
tion is maintained by significant geographi-
cal barriers. The native British may well be 
what Winston Churchill called them: an is-
land race. 

This is an open area of ongoing empirical 
enquiry and proper, informed scientific spec-
ulation (see, for example, The Son Also Rises: 
Surnames and the History of Social Mobility by 
economic historian Gregory Clark [2014], A 
Troublesome Inheritance: Genes, Race, and Hu-
man History by science journalist Nicholas 
Wade [2014], and The 10,000 Year Explosion: 
How Civilization Accelerated Human Evolu-
tion by the geneticist-anthropologist tag team 
of Gregory Cochran and Henry Harpending 
[2009]). Canting asseverations of creedal dog-
ma have no place in science, nor in commen-
taries that look to science for support. They 
give off an unsavory whiff of servile Stalin-era 
truckling to ideological bullies.

Those points aside, and ignoring also some 
minor inaccuracies—the sign you see on leav-
ing Brooklyn does not say “Forgetaboutit,” it 
says “Fuhgeddaboudit”—these are both suit-
able books to give to a conservative who needs 
cheering up. Did they banish my own gloomy 
thoughts about America’s future? Alas, no; 
the negative trends seem to me irresistible. 
Still, if I live as long as Mr. Yamaguchi I may 
be proved wrong. I shall be very glad if that 
happens. 

John Derbyshire is is a writer living in New York. 
He is the author of We Are Doomed: Reclaim-
ing Conservative Pessimism (Crown Forum).
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New in Paperback
The Age of Strict Construction

A History of the Growth of Federal 
Power, 1789-1861
Peter Zavodnyik

Paper or eBook $34.95

Liberty and Law
The Idea of Permissive Natural Law, 

1100-1800
Brian Tierney

Paper or eBook $39.95

Forthcoming December 2014
The Glorious Revolution and 

the Continuity of Law
Richard S. Kay

Cloth or eBook $59.95
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